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The Vital Role of Short-Term Rentals In Rockaway Beach & Maintaining Our Community Feel
I think we are all aware that short-term rentals play a crucial role in the vitality of Rockaway Beach, contributing 
significantly to the City budget and, more than that, generating foot traffic to our local businesses during all months of 
the year.

A few things to note:
• If no cap is implemented - If anything, an over-saturation of the str market will allow the market to correct itself, 

meaning homes not managed well or that are not profitable will end up selling. And those who want a license just to 
purely to offset their costs so they can afford to have a beach house and be a part of our community.

•It seems the complaints are about Garbage issues and parking (PLEASE SEE PUBLIS RECORDS COMPLAINTS ATTACHED)
•Capping STRs will most likely not lead to the opening up of long-term rentals in our area; Oregon legislation has made 
being a landlord too risky for most small-time landlords.
•Capping STRs will not lead to affordability. Our area and most of the country are currently experiencing such a high 
demand with low inventory that prices are not dropping. They did plateau with the 8% rates and uncertainty. With the 
federal reserve's prediction of lowering rates this year, most in our industry predict housing prices will again rise.
•Most importantly, legal concerns for the City: Adopting a cap without protecting the property rights of current vacation 
rental owners through license transferability will almost definitely lead to legal challenges for Rockaway Beach.  For 
instance:

• Lincoln County has spent $295,000 in legal fees defending its new ordinance.

My questions to the council so far are:

•What is the main reason for considering changes in the STR regulations when our market seems to be naturally 
adjusting back to pre-pandemic levels and seasonality?
•Is it not more pertinent to instead focus on compliance with the existing rules and making sure that the parking and 
requirements that are the majority of complaints are solved.
•How much research and development has gone in to the discussion of establishing a cap?  For example- housing 
studies, land use?   

Catherine Lewis
Real Estate Broker | Keller Williams

 3rd Rockaway Beach Oregon
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Public Records Request 

• Requested: Any Short Term Rental complaint or standard 
complaint for any Short Term Rental property in the city of 
Rockaway for the calendar years of 2021, 2022, 2023.

• Received: 7 Complaints from the City – One was withdrawn by 
the person who files complaint –  
6 Remain -   5 were for trash issues, 1 for parking complaints. 

The 6 remaining Complaints are attached on following pages
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